EASTBOURNE COMMUNITY CONNECTORS
In its first full year the Connectors held more than a dozen events for the village community, in addition to craft classes most weeks.
Events have included a D-Day celebration complete with ration cards, wartime era snacks, a quiz and bingo with 1940s style prizes such as SPAM and Fray Bentos pies, and a rousing chorus of We’ll Meet Again.
Also held has been a wine tasting evening with the challenge of identifying various wines, cheeses and crisps; a hugely successful Easter Market and Christmas Fair; pub quizzes and carol singing at the Royal Oak; Valentine’s night events and defribrillator training.
Craft sessions hosted by local experts have covered skills such as watercolour, oil and pastel art classes; ceramics; flower arranging; embroidery; cake decoration; needlecraft and Christmas wreath making.
The Connectors’ mission is to arrange events – large and small – designed to bring together villagers and create a stronger community. In doing so we seek to support the Village Hall, Royal Oak and Whatlington Church.
It is not a fund-raising organisation per se; it aims to keep event and craft prices as low as possible, bringing in enough to cover costs and provide a limited fund for future events.
Almost £1000 has been donated to local charities – largely the proceeds of event raffles.
Looking ahead, new craft activities are planned and events including an antiques and collectors fair – subject to continuing negotiations with the Village Hall Committee over increased hire costs.
Steve Turner, Chair
